Gun Control Measure Pre-Filed for 2014 Session of the Mewico Legislature

Anti-gun state Representative Miguel Garcia (D- Beliodlhas introduced House Bill

44, legislation which criminalizes non-dealer firearamsfers at gun shows and takes the
first step towards a universal ban on private gun salethé upcoming 30-day

legislative session that begins on January 21st. Thaikiors the version of House Bill
77 that was being debated on the floor of the statet&erigen the 2013 session was
gaveled to a close before a final vote on the measioeziew a copy of HB 44, click
herehttp://www.nmlegis.gov/Sessions/14%20Regular/bills/house/HBO0#4.pd

Although HB 44 contains language that would require improgpdrting of persons
prohibited from purchasing firearms to the FBI and protect agdiasievelopment of

any registry of lawful gun buyers by state or localrmigs, make no mistake: gun control
remains the centerpiece of this very flawed bill. Thislve just the first step towards
banning ALL private gun sales and transfers - in fact,stlexactly what the original
language of HB 77 did when it was introduced last year! é¢wa the gun control
advocates check this scheme off their list, theymdle toward gun bans and magazine
limits, just like in Colorado.

For additional reasons why you should be concerned abaigeHgill 44, please scroll
down below.

We expect anti-gun activists and lawmakers to press faidenation of HB 44 during
the 30-day session, even though the Legislature is inutelealing with budget-related
items or measures that receive an executive mes3dg¢’s why it’s critical that you
contact your state Senator and Representative and emeaaoppose HB 44 and to
focus instead on the state’s important fiscal matters.

Information on how to reach your lawmakers can be fdwere
http://www.nmlegis.gov/lcs/legislator _search.aspx.

If you are unsure who represents you, you may enter ylulress here to find out
http://www.nmlegis.gov/lcs/legislator _lookup.aspx

Please remember to be polite in all your communicatith elected officials!
Why You Should Be Concerned About HB 44

- This is just the first step towards criminalizing ALlivatte transfers of firearms; in
fact, as mentioned above, the introduced-version oA the 2013 session did just
that. No background check legislation will ever be “ursa&i’ since criminals simply
ignore the law.

- It's an ineffective crime control proposal. IprAof 2013, PoliceOne conducted a
national survey of 15,000 active and retired law enforcewiners of all ranks and
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department sizes on the topics of gun & crime contiaarly 80 percent said that a
prohibition on private non-dealer transfers of fireabmtveen individuals would not
reduce violent crime.

- Current laws are not being enforced. According201® report to the U.S.
Department of Justice, more than 72,000 people were turnedaoa gun purchase in
2010 because they didn'’t clear a background check. Only i sd cases — or just .06
percent — were prosecuted. Existing laws are not eveg keforced and proponents are
calling for expanding background checks to cover privaterfmedransactions.

- Gun shows aren't a source of crime guns. A U.S. Buwgdaustice Statistics survey of
state prison inmates who had used or possessed fireathesdourse of committing their
crimes found that 79 percent acquired their firearms fisireet/illegal sources” or
“friends and family.” This includes theft of firearms, ¢hamarket purchases of stolen
firearms and straw purchases. Only 1.7 percent obtaifiezhem at a gun show.

- Most importantly, because a January 2013 internaleBartment of Justice
memorandum summarizing so-called “gun violence” prevertitategies stated that the
effectiveness of universal background checks depends onrfngggun registration.”
Even though HB 44 currently contains prohibitions on the deweént of a state or local
registry of gun buyers, supporters of the bill are likelgventually claim the need to
repeal these important protections in order to enforqaagsions.



