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North Carolina          Must Inform Officer Immediately:  YES 
Shall Issue                                 (See Must Inform Section) 

  
 

Note:  Alabama,   Alaska,  Arizona,   Arkansas,  Florida,  Georgia,  Idaho,  

  Indiana,   Iowa,    Kansas,    Kentucky,    Louisiana,   Maine,   Mississippi,    

 Missouri,   Montana,   Nebraska,   New  Hampshire,   North Dakota,   Ohio,   

   Oklahoma,   South Carolina,   South Dakota,   Tennessee,   Texas,   Utah,   

       Vermont,   West Virginia   and  Wyoming  have  "Permitless Carry" 

     Anyone who can legally possess a firearm under state and federal law  

        may carry in these states without a Permit. Check each states page  

                          for age or other restrictions that may apply.              
 
 

Permits/Licenses This State Honors  Listed Below                                                                                                                     
  

North Carolina Honors All Other States Permit/Licenses.  
 

Reciprocity/How This State Honors Other States Permit/Licenses 
 

§ 14-415.24.  Reciprocity; out-of-state handgun permits. 
 

(a)  A valid concealed handgun permit or license issued by another state is valid in North Carolina. 
 

(b)  Repealed by Session Laws 2011-268, s. 22(a), effective December 1, 2011. 
 

(c) Every 12 months after the effective date of this subsection, the Department of Justice shall make  

     written inquiry of the concealed handgun permitting authorities in each other state as to:  
      

      (i) whether a North Carolina resident may carry a concealed handgun in their state based upon having    

          a valid North Carolina concealed handgun permit and  

     (ii) whether a North Carolina resident may apply for a concealed handgun permit in that state based      

          upon having a valid North Carolina concealed handgun permit. The Department of Justice shall  

          attempt to secure from each state permission for North Carolina residents who hold a valid North  

          Carolina concealed handgun permit to carry a concealed handgun in that state, either on the basis  

          of the North Carolina permit or on the basis that the North Carolina permit is sufficient to permit  

          the issuance of a similar license or permit by the other state.                      (2003-199, s. 1; 2011-268, s. 22(a).) 
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How to Apply for a Permit 
                                                                                                                                                                             

In order to acquire a North Carolina permit, an individual must apply to the sheriff's office in the county in 

which he/she resides. As part of the application process, the applicant must accomplish the following: 
 

1. Complete an application, under oath, on a form provided by the sheriff's office; 

2. Pay a non-refundable fee of $80.00; and 

3. Allow the sheriff’s office to take two (2) full sets of fingerprints, which may cost up to $10.00; 

4. Provide an original certificate of completion of an approved handgun safety course; and 

5. Provide a release authorizing disclosure to the sheriff of any record concerning the applicant’s 

mental health or capacity. N.C. Gen. Stat. § 14-415.13  
 

Any person or entity who is given an original or photocopied release form as described in N.C.G.S. § 14-

415.13(a)(5), shall promptly disclose to the sheriff, any records concerning the mental health or capacity of 

the applicant who signed the form and authorized the release of the records. N.C. Gen. Stat. § 14-415.14(c) 
 

Permit/License is valid for 5 years. 

Issue or deny your application within 45 days after receipt of the items listed in G.S. 14-415.13.  

A NICS Check is mandatory on all New/Renewal Applications. 

 

Link to all North Carolina Sheriffs CCW Information WebPages 
 

Note: Check your local Sheriff’s website as some are taking applications online.   

 

Non-Resident Permits 
 

     North Carolina does not issue Permit/Licenses to Non-Residents. Active Military may be able to apply 

for a permit/license to carry in North Carolina. Check with the local Sheriff and your Commanding Officer. 

MCB Camp Lejeune Base Order 5500.1G Pending H is an amendment to the Camp Lejeune Rules & 

Regulations that will lay out the routing of paperwork for those wishing to obtain a permit to buy a firearm 

and/or obtain a CCW in NC. A unit’s commanding officer can endorse a letter for a service member which 

serves as a background check and residency letter, providing all state and Onslow County requirements have 

been met. There is other criteria that must be met.  
    

  If you keep your state of record (Not a resident of NC) and have a permit/license issued by any other state 

you can carry in NC with it as NC now honors all other states permit/licenses. You must also follow all the 

Rules/Regulations concerning personal firearms as set forth by your Duty Station. NC also gives a grace 

period on the expiration of their Permit/License to those who are deployed and not present when their 

Permit/License expires.  

 

Places Off-Limits Even With a Permit/License 
 

NC Sheriffs Assoc. Chart of Where You Can & Can’t Carry. Police Officers & Permitholders 
___________________________________________________________ 

 

 ***Schools, public or private, all levels including universities. A curricular or extracurricular activity 

sponsored by a school. This also applies to all property owned by any school. § 14-269.2 
 

 ***State Capitol Building, the Executive Mansion, the Western Residence of the Governor, or on the 

grounds of any of these buildings, and any building housing any court of the General Court of Justice. 

§ 14-269.4    
 

https://handgunlaw.us/documents/North_Carolina_SHeriffs_CCW_Information.pdf
https://ncsheriffs.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/07/CCH-Chart-10-2022.pdf
http://www.ncga.state.nc.us/EnactedLegislation/Statutes/HTML/BySection/Chapter_14/GS_14-269.2.html
http://www.ncga.state.nc.us/EnactedLegislation/Statutes/HTML/BySection/Chapter_14/GS_14-269.4.html
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 State office buildings or any portion of a building in which there’re State offices. § 14-415.11(c)   
 

 Law Enforcement or Correctional Facilities. § 14-415.11(c) 
 

 Events Occurring in Public: It shall be unlawful for any person participating in, affiliated with, or 

present as a spectator at any picket line, or demonstration upon any private health care facility or 

upon any public place owned or under the control of the State or any of its political subdivisions to 

willfully or intentionally possess or have immediate access to any dangerous weapon. § 14-277.2    
 

 On any private premises where notice that carrying a concealed handgun is prohibited by the posting of a 

conspicuous notice or statement by the person in legal possession or control of the premises. § 14-

415.11(c) 
 

*** § 14-269.2  & § 14-269.4  (Note:  Schools K Thru College and Capitol Building Etc as Listed Above) 
  

§ 14-269.2.  Weapons on Campus or Other Educational Property. 

 

(a)  The following definitions apply to this section: 
 

    (1)  Educational property. - Any school building or bus, school campus, grounds, recreational 

area, athletic  Field, or other property owned, used, or operated by any board of education 

or school board of trustees, or directors for the administration of any school. 
 

(1a)  Employee. - A person employed by a local board of education or school whether the person 

is an adult or a minor. 
 

(1b)  School. - A public or private school, community college, college, or university. 
 

(1c)  School operating hours.  – Any time when  any of  the following occur: 
 

        a. The premises are being used for curricular or extracurricular activities. 
 

        b. The  premises are being used for educational, instructional,  or  school-sponsored    

            activities. 
 

        c. The premises are being used for programs for minors by entities not  affiliated with the 

religious institution. 
             

    (2)  Student. - A person enrolled in a school or a person who has been suspended or expelled 

within the last five years from a school, whether the person is an adult or a minor. 
 

    (3)  Switchblade knife. - A knife containing a blade that opens automatically by the release of a 

spring or a similar contrivance. 
 

    (3a)  Volunteer school safety resource officer. - A person who volunteers as a school safety 

resource officer as provided by G.S. 162-26 or G.S. 160A-288.4. 
 

    (4)   Weapon. - Any device enumerated in subsection (b), (b1), or (d) of this section. 
 

(b) It shall be a Class I felony for any person knowingly to possess or carry, whether openly or 

concealed, any gun, rifle, pistol, or other firearm of any kind on educational property or to a curricular or 

extracurricular activity sponsored by a school. Unless the conduct is covered under some other provision of 

law providing greater punishment, any person who willfully discharges a firearm of any kind on educational 

property is guilty of a Class F felony. However, this subsection does not apply to a BB gun, stun gun, air 

rifle, or air pistol. 
 

(b1)  It shall be a Class G felony for any person to possess or carry, whether openly or concealed, any 

dynamite cartridge, bomb, grenade, mine, or powerful explosive as defined in G.S. 14-284.1, on educational 

property or to a curricular or extracurricular activity sponsored by a school. This subsection shall not apply 

to fireworks. 
 

(c)   It shall be a Class I felony for any person to cause, encourage, or aid a minor who is less than 18      

http://www.ncga.state.nc.us/EnactedLegislation/Statutes/HTML/BySection/Chapter_14/GS_14-415.11.html
http://www.ncga.state.nc.us/EnactedLegislation/Statutes/HTML/BySection/Chapter_14/GS_14-415.11.html
http://www.ncga.state.nc.us/EnactedLegislation/Statutes/HTML/BySection/Chapter_14/GS_14-277.2.html
http://www.ncga.state.nc.us/EnactedLegislation/Statutes/HTML/BySection/Chapter_14/GS_14-415.11.html
http://www.ncga.state.nc.us/EnactedLegislation/Statutes/HTML/BySection/Chapter_14/GS_14-415.11.html
https://www.ncga.state.nc.us/EnactedLegislation/Statutes/HTML/BySection/Chapter_14/GS_14-269.2.html
https://www.ncga.state.nc.us/EnactedLegislation/Statutes/HTML/BySection/Chapter_14/GS_14-269.4.html
https://www.ncleg.gov/EnactedLegislation/Statutes/HTML/BySection/Chapter_14/GS_14-269.2.html
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years old to possess or carry, whether openly or concealed, any gun, rifle, pistol, or other firearm of any  

kind on educational property. However, this subsection does not apply to a BB gun, stun gun, air rifle, or     

air pistol. 
 

(c1)  It shall be a Class G felony for any person to cause, encourage, or aid a minor who is less than 18 

years old to possess or carry, whether openly or concealed, any dynamite cartridge, bomb, grenade, mine, or 

powerful explosive as defined in G.S. 14-284.1 on educational property. This subsection shall not apply to 

fireworks. 
 

(d)   It shall be a Class 1 misdemeanor for any person to possess or carry, whether openly or concealed, 

any BB gun, stun gun, air rifle, air pistol, bowie knife, dirk, dagger, slungshot, leaded cane, switchblade 

knife, blackjack, metallic knuckles, razors and razor blades (except solely for personal shaving), firework, or 

any sharp-pointed or edged instrument except instructional supplies, unaltered nail files and clips and tools 

used solely for preparation of food, instruction, and maintenance, on educational property. 
 

(e)    It shall be a Class 1 misdemeanor for any person to cause, encourage, or aid a minor who is less 

than 18 years old to possess or carry, whether openly or concealed, any BB gun, stun gun, air rifle, air pistol, 

bowie knife, dirk, dagger, slungshot, leaded cane, switchblade knife, blackjack, metallic knuckles, razors and 

razor blades (except solely for personal shaving), firework, or any sharp-pointed or edged instrument except 

instructional supplies, unaltered nail files and clips and tools used solely for preparation of food, instruction, 

and maintenance, on educational property. 
 

(f)   Notwithstanding subsection (b) of this section it shall be a Class 1 misdemeanor rather than a Class I 

felony for any person to possess or carry, whether openly or concealed, any gun, rifle, pistol, or other firearm 

of any kind, on educational property or to a curricular or extracurricular activity sponsored by a school if: 
 

    (1)  The person is not a student attending school on the educational property or an employee   

employed by the school working on the educational property; and 
 

    (1a) The person is not a student attending a curricular or extracurricular activity sponsored by  

the school at which the student is enrolled or an employee attending a curricular or 

extracurricular activity sponsored by the school at which the employee is employed; and 
 

    (2)  Repealed by Session Laws  
 

    (3)  The firearm is not loaded, is in a motor vehicle, and is in a locked container or a 

locked firearm rack. 
 

    (4)  Repealed by Session Laws  
 

(g)  This section shall not apply to any of the following: 
 

    (1)  A weapon used solely for educational or school-sanctioned ceremonial purposes, or used in 

a school-approved program conducted under the supervision of an adult whose 

supervision has been approved by the school authority. 
 

    (1a)  A person exempted by the provisions of G.S. 14-269(b). 
 

    (2)   Firefighters, emergency service personnel, North Carolina Forest Service personnel, 

detention officers employed by and authorized by the sheriff to carry firearms, and any 

private police employed by a school, when acting in the discharge of their official duties. 
 

    (3)   Home schools as defined in G.S. 115C-563(a). 
 

    (4)  Weapons used for hunting purposes on the Howell Woods Nature Center property in 

Johnston Count owned by Johnston Community College when used with the written 

permission of Johnston Community College or for hunting purposes on other 

educational property when used with the written permission of the governing body 

of the school that controls the educational property. 
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    (5)   A person registered under Chapter 74C of the General Statutes as an armed armored car 

service guard or an armed courier service guard when acting in the discharge of the 

guard's duties and with the permission of the college or university. 
 

    (6)   A person registered under Chapter 74C of the General Statutes as an armed security guard 

while on the premises of a hospital or health care facility located on educational property 

when acting in the discharge of the guard's duties with the permission of the college or 

university. 
 

    (7)   A volunteer school safety resource officer providing security at a school pursuant to an 

agreement as provided in G.S. 115C-47(61) and either G.S. 162-26 or G.S. 160A-288.4, 

provided that the volunteer school safety resource officer is acting in the discharge of the 

person's official duties and is on the educational property of the school that the officer was 

assigned to by the head of the appropriate local law enforcement agency. 
 

(h)   No person shall be guilty of a criminal violation of this section with regard to the possession or 

carrying of a weapon so long as both of the following apply: 
 

    (1)  The person comes into possession of a weapon by taking or receiving the weapon from 

another person or by finding the weapon. 
 

    (2)  The person delivers the weapon, directly or indirectly, as soon as practical to law 

enforcement authorities. 
 

(k)   The provisions of this section shall not apply to a person who has a concealed handgun permit 

that is valid under Article 54B of this Chapter, or who is exempt from obtaining a permit pursuant to 

that Article, if any of the following conditions are met: 
 

    (1)  The person has a handgun in a closed compartment or container within the person's locked vehicle or  

           in a locked container securely affixed to the person's vehicle and only unlocks the vehicle to enter or  

           exit the vehicle while the firearm remains in the closed compartment at all times and immediately  

           locks the vehicle following the entrance or exit. 
 

    (2)  The person has a handgun concealed on the person and the person remains in the locked vehicle and  

           only unlocks the vehicle to allow the entrance or exit of another person. 
 

    (3)  The person is within a locked vehicle and removes the handgun from concealment only for the amount  

           of time reasonably necessary to do either of the following: 
 

        a. Move the handgun from concealment on the person to a closed compartment or container within the  

           vehicle. 
 

        b. Move the handgun from within a closed compartment or container within the vehicle to concealment  

            on the person. 
 

(k1)  For the purposes of this subsection, property owned by a local board of education or  county 

commission shall not be construed as a building that is a place of religious worship as  defined in  G.S. 14- 

54.1.  The provisions of this section shall not apply to a person who has a concealed handgun permit that is 

valid under Article 54B of this Chapter, or who is exempt from obtaining a permit pursuant to that Article, if 

all of the following conditions apply: 
 

    (1)  The person possesses and carries a handgun on educational property other than an institution of higher  

           education as defined by G.S.116-143.1 or a nonpublic, postsecondary educational institution. 
 

    (2)  The educational property is the location of both a school and a building  that is  a place of religious  

           worship as defined in G.S.14-54.1. 
 

    (3)  The weapon is a handgun. 
 

    (4)  The  handgun is only possessed and carried on educational property outside of the  school operating  

           hours. 
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    (5)  The person or persons in legal possession or control of the premises have not  posted a conspicuous  

           notice prohibiting the carrying of a concealed handgun on the premises in accordance with  G.S. 14- 

           415.11(c).                                                                                  
  

(l)   It is an affirmative defense to a prosecution under subsection (b) or (f) of this section that the person was 

authorized to have a concealed handgun in a locked vehicle pursuant to subsection (k) of this section and 

removed the handgun from the vehicle only in response to a threatening situation in which deadly force was 

justified pursuant to G.S. 14-51.3                                                                                     ss. 2, 3; 2023-8, s. 1(a), (b) 
 

Note:   Armed Campus Organization  Has information on all the States Campus Carry Statutes,   

              Regulations and Policies with some covering firearms Policies on each school’s campus.     
 

§ 106-503.2.  Regulation of firearms at State Fair. 
 

(a)  Except as otherwise provided in this section, the Commissioner of Agriculture is authorized to prohibit 

the carrying of firearms in any manner on the State Fairgrounds during the period of time each year that the 

State Fair is conducted. 
 

(b)  Notwithstanding subsection (a) of this section, any prohibition under this section shall not apply to the 

following persons: 
 

    (1)  Any person exempted by G.S. 14-269(b)(1), (2), (3), (4), or (5). 
 

    (2)  Any person who has a concealed handgun permit that is valid under Article 54B of this Chapter  

           [Chapter 14 of the General Statutes], or who is exempt from obtaining a permit pursuant to that  

           Article, who has a handgun in a closed compartment or container within the person's locked vehicle or  

           in a locked container securely affixed to the person's vehicle. A person may unlock the vehicle to  

           enter or exit the vehicle provided the firearm remains in the closed compartment at all times and the  

           vehicle is locked immediately following the entrance or exit.                                           (2015-195, s. 4(a).) 

 

§ 14-415.23. Statewide Uniformity.     
 

(a) It is the intent of the General Assembly to prescribe a uniform system for the regulation of legally 

carrying a concealed handgun. To insure uniformity, no political subdivisions, boards, or agencies of the 

State nor any county, city, municipality, municipal corporation, town, township, village, nor any department 

or agency thereof, may enact ordinances, rules, or regulations concerning legally carrying a concealed 

handgun. A unit of local government may adopt an ordinance to permit the posting of a prohibition against 

carrying a concealed handgun, in accordance with G.S. 14-415.11(c), on local government buildings and 

their appurtenant premises.  
 

(b) A unit of local government may adopt an ordinance to prohibit, by posting, the carrying of a concealed 

handgun on municipal and county recreational facilities that are specifically identified by the unit of local 

government. If a unit of local government adopts such an ordinance with regard to recreational facilities, 

then the concealed handgun permittee may, nevertheless, secure the handgun in a locked vehicle within the 

trunk, glove box, or other enclosed compartment or area within or on the motor vehicle.  
 

(c) For purposes of this section, the term "recreational facilities" includes only the following: 

(1) An athletic field, including any appurtenant facilities such as restrooms, during an organized 

athletic event if the field had been scheduled for use with the municipality or county office 

responsible for operation of the park or recreational area.  

(2) A swimming pool, including any appurtenant facilities used for dressing, storage of personal 

items, or other uses relating to the swimming pool.   

(3) A facility used for athletic events, including, but not limited to, a gymnasium.  
 

https://www.armedcampuses.org/
https://www.ncga.state.nc.us/EnactedLegislation/Statutes/HTML/BySection/Chapter_106/GS_106-503.2.html
https://www.ncga.state.nc.us/EnactedLegislation/Statutes/HTML/BySection/Chapter_14/GS_14-415.23.html
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(d) For the purposes of this section, the term "recreational facilities" does not include any greenway, 

designated biking or walking path, an area that is customarily used as a walkway or bike path although not 

specifically designated for such use, open areas or fields where athletic events may occur unless the area 

qualifies as an "athletic field" pursuant to subdivision (1) of subsection (c) of this section, and any other area 

that is not specifically described in subsection (c) of this section."               
 

(e) A person adversely affected by any ordinance, rule, or regulation promulgated or caused to be enforced 

by any unit of local government in violation of this section may bring an action for declaratory and 

injunctive relief and for actual damages arising from the violation. The court shall award the prevailing party 

in an action brought under this subsection reasonable attorneys' fees and court costs as authorized by law.             
                                                                                                                                                    s. 6; 2015-195, s. 15.) 
 

§ 14-415.27. Expanded Permit Scope Certain Persons. 

  

Notwithstanding G.S. 14-415.11(c), any of the following persons who has a concealed handgun permit 

issued pursuant to this Article or that is considered valid under G.S. 14-415.24 is not subject to the area 

prohibitions set out in G.S. 14-415.11(c) and may carry a concealed handgun in the areas listed in G.S. 14-

415.11(c) unless otherwise prohibited by federal law: 

(1)  A district attorney.  

(2)  An assistant district attorney.  

(3)  An investigator employed by the office of a district attorney.  

(4)  A North Carolina district or superior court judge.  

(5)  A magistrate.  

(6)  A person who is elected and serving as a clerk of court.  

(7)  A person who is elected and serving as a register of deeds." 

(8)  A person employed by the Department of Public Safety who has been designated in writing by  

       the Secretary of the Department and who has in the person's possession written proof of the  

       designation. 

(9)  A North Carolina administrative law judge.                                              2015-195, s. 1(c); 2023-8, s. 1(d) 

 

POSSESSION OF FIREARMS ON GAME LANDS  (Updated June 2024) 

 

 Firearms may be carried openly, or concealed with a valid concealed handgun permit, at any time on 

game lands, except for the game lands noted in this section. Hunting is allowed ONLY during the 

open seasons on game birds and game animals. On Buckhorn, Chatham, Harris, Hyco, Lee, Mayo, 

and Sutton Lake game lands, and Pee Dee River Game Land north of U.S. 74, and that portion of R. 

Wayne Bailey-Caswell Game Land that is located north of U.S. 158 and east of N.C. 119 during 

closed seasons and closed hunting days on game birds (waterfowl, doves, woodcock, snipe, rails, 

gallinules, moorhens, coots, grouse, pheasant, quail, turkey) and game animals (deer, bear, fox, 

rabbits, squirrels, bobcats, opossum, raccoon), it is unlawful to possess any firearm readily available 

for use. During that time in which fox season is the only open season for a game animal, it is also 

unlawful to possess these weapons. However, persons may possess a firearm during the closed season 

on these game lands if: 

o it is cased or not immediately available for use; 

o it is used by persons participating in field trials on field trial areas; 

o it is possessed in designated camping areas for defense of persons and property; 

o or if it is a .22-caliber pistol with a barrel, not greater than 7.5 inches in length and shooting 

only short, long or long rifle ammunition, carried as a side arm. 
 

Source:   N.C. Wildlife Resources Commission  

 

https://www.ncga.state.nc.us/EnactedLegislation/Statutes/HTML/BySection/Chapter_14/GS_14-415.27.html
https://www.eregulations.com/northcarolina/hunting/general-game-lands-regulations#:~:text=Firearms%20may%20be%20carried%20openly,game%20birds%20and%20game%20animals.


www.handgunlaw.us 8 

Firearms on Tennessee Valley Authority (TVA Property) 

 

12.  Firearms Are Prohibited Except As Specifically Noted.  While firearms and weapons are generally 

prohibited, possession of firearms and other weapons associated with in-season hunting excursions are 

permissible if they are unloaded and properly cased. Possession of firearms at TVA public boat ramps 

(and associated roads and parking areas when used in conjunction with a boat ramp) is allowed if the 

possession complies with the law of the state where the boat ramp is located and is not otherwise 

prohibited by law. Otherwise firearms and weapons are prohibited. 

 

Note:  Day Use Areas, Campgrounds, and other developed recreational TVA lands are still off limits. TVA 

lands where Hunting is presently allowed, Undeveloped Shorelines, Boat Ramps, Boat Ramp Parking Areas 

and Associated Roads for those areas is where carry will be allowed.  Rules for Undeveloped Areas. 

Campground Rules 
 

For Federal Restrictions on Firearms see the USA Page. 

 

Do “No Gun Signs” Have the Force of Law? 
 

  “YES” 
 

§ 14-415.11.  Permit to Carry Concealed Handgun; Scope of Permit. 
 

(c)  Except as provided in G.S. 14-415.27, a permit does not authorize a person to carry a concealed  

      handgun in any of the following: 
   

(8) On any private premises where notice that carrying a concealed handgun is prohibited by the 

posting of a conspicuous notice or statement by the person in legal possession or control of the 

premises.                                                                                                       s. 14.30(cc); 2023-8, s. 1(c). 
 

§ 14-415.21.  Violations of This Article Punishable As an Infraction. 
 

(a) A person who has been issued a valid permit who is found to be carrying a concealed handgun without 

the permit in the person's possession or who fails to disclose to any law enforcement officer that the person 

holds a valid permit and is carrying a concealed handgun, as required by G.S. 14-415.11, shall be guilty of an 

infraction and shall be punished in accordance with G.S. 14-3.1. Any person who has been issued a valid 

permit who is found to be carrying a concealed handgun in violation of G.S. 14-415.11(c)(8) shall be guilty 

of an infraction and may be required to pay a fine of up to five hundred dollars ($500.00). In lieu of paying a 

fine the person may surrender the permit.. 
 

(a1) A person who has been issued a valid permit who is found to be carrying a concealed handgun in 

violation of subsection (c2) of G.S. 14-415.11 shall be guilty of a Class 1 misdemeanor. 
 

(b)  A person who violates the provisions of this Article other than as set forth in subsection (a) or (a1) of 

this section is guilty of a Class 2 misdemeanor.                                                                                                            2015-195, s. 9.) 

 

Also See § 14-159.13 - Second Degree Trespass 
 

Note: Handgunlaw.us believes when you come across a business that is posted that you not just walk away. 

That business needs to know that they lost your business because of their “No Gun” sign. Giving them a “No 

Firearms = No Money” card would do just that. You can print free  “No Firearms = No Money”  cards by 

going Here. 
 

https://tva-azr-eastus-cdn-ep-tvawcm-prd.azureedge.net/cdn-tvawcma/docs/default-source/default-document-library/site-content/environment/recreation/on-the-lands/day-use-rules.pdf?sfvrsn=c884b401_0
https://www.tva.gov/Environment/Environmental-Stewardship/Land-Management/Rules-for-Use-of-TVA-Public-Lands
https://tva-azr-eastus-cdn-ep-tvawcm-prd.azureedge.net/cdn-tvawcma/docs/default-source/default-document-library/site-content/environment/recreation/on-the-lands/campground-rules-and-regulations-update-2023.pdf?sfvrsn=2b4b3c79_1
http://www.handgunlaw.us/states/usa.pdf
http://www.ncga.state.nc.us/EnactedLegislation/Statutes/HTML/BySection/Chapter_14/GS_14-415.11.html
http://www.ncga.state.nc.us/EnactedLegislation/Statutes/HTML/BySection/Chapter_14/GS_14-415.21.html
https://www.ncleg.gov/EnactedLegislation/Statutes/PDF/BySection/Chapter_14/GS_14-159.13.pdf
http://www.learntocarry.com/nogunsnomoney/
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Parking Lot Storage Law 
 

Note: Parking Lot Storage Laws are very specific either to place or person who is in control of the firearm. 

NC does not have a blanket Parking Lot Storage law like other states.  
 

§ 14-269. Carrying Concealed Weapons.  
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                

(b)(4c) Detention personnel or correctional officers employed by the State or a unit of local government who 

park a vehicle in a space that is authorized for their use in the course of their duties may transport a firearm 

to the parking space and store that firearm in the vehicle parked in the parking space, provided that: (i) the 

firearm is in a closed compartment or container within the locked vehicle, or (ii) the firearm is in a locked 

container securely affixed to the vehicle.                                                                                             2023-121, s. 7(a) 
 

§ 14-269.4. Weapons on Certain State Property and in Courthouses.  
 

 It shall be unlawful for any person to possess, or carry, whether openly or concealed, any deadly weapon, 

not used solely for instructional or officially sanctioned ceremonial purposes in the State Capitol Building, 

the Executive Mansion, the Western Residence of the Governor, or on the grounds of any of these buildings, 

and in any building housing any court of the General Court of Justice. If a court is housed in a building 

containing nonpublic uses in addition to the court, then this prohibition shall apply only to that portion of the 

building used for court purposes while the building is being used for court purposes. 
 

This section shall not apply to any of the following: 
 

(5)  State-owned rest areas, rest stops along the highways, and State-owned hunting and fishing reservations. 
 

(6)   A person with a permit issued in accordance with Article 54B of this Chapter, with a permit considered 

valid under G.S. 14-415.24, or who is exempt from obtaining a permit pursuant to G.S. 14-415.25, who has a 

firearm in a closed compartment or container within the person's locked vehicle or in a locked container 

securely affixed to the person's vehicle. A person may unlock the vehicle to enter or exit the vehicle provided 

the firearm remains in the closed compartment at all times and the vehicle is locked immediately following 

the entrance or exit. 

(7)  Any person who carries or possesses an ordinary pocket knife, as defined in G.S. 14-269(d), carried in a 

closed position into the State Capitol Building or on the grounds of the State Capitol Building. 

                                                                                                                                                2023-134, s. 16.33. 
 

§ 120-32.1.  Use and Maintenance of Buildings and Grounds. 
 

(c1)  No rule adopted under this section shall prohibit the transportation or storage of a firearm in a closed 

compartment or container within a person's locked vehicle or in a locked container securely affixed to a 

person's vehicle. Notwithstanding any other provision of law, a legislator or legislative employee who parks 

a vehicle in a State-owned parking space that is leased or assigned to that legislator or legislative employee 

may transport a firearm to the parking space and store that firearm in the vehicle parked in the parking space, 

provided that:   
    

     (i) the firearm is in a closed compartment or container within the legislator's or legislative employee's  

          locked vehicle, or  
 

     (ii) the firearm is in a locked container securely affixed to the legislator or legislative employee's vehicle 

           the firearm is in a closed compartment or container within the legislator's or legislative employee's  

           locked vehicle.                                                                                                               2023-134, s. 27.4(b). 
 

§ 14-269.2 Weapons on Campus or Other Educational Property. 
 

(a)  The following definitions apply to this section: 
 

   (1)  Educational property. - Any school building or bus, school campus, grounds, recreational area, athletic  

https://www.ncga.state.nc.us/EnactedLegislation/Statutes/HTML/BySection/Chapter_14/GS_14-269.html
https://www.ncga.state.nc.us/EnactedLegislation/Statutes/HTML/BySection/Chapter_14/GS_14-269.4.html
https://www.ncga.state.nc.us/EnactedLegislation/Statutes/PDF/BySection/Chapter_120/GS_120-32.1.pdf
https://www.ncga.state.nc.us/EnactedLegislation/Statutes/HTML/BySection/Chapter_14/GS_14-269.2.html
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          field, or other property owned, used, or operated by any board of education or school board of trustees,  

         or directors for the administration of any school. 
 

(b)  It shall be a Class I felony for any person knowingly to possess or carry, whether openly or concealed, 

any gun, rifle, pistol, or other firearm of any kind on educational property or to a curricular or extracurricular 

activity sponsored by a school. Unless the conduct is covered under some other provision of law providing 

greater punishment, any person who willfully discharges a firearm of any kind on educational property is 

guilty of a Class F felony. However, this subsection does not apply to a BB gun, stun gun, air rifle, or air 

pistol. 
                                                                                                                                                                           

 (k) The provisions of this section shall not apply to a person who has a concealed handgun permit that is 

valid under Article 54B of this Chapter, or who is exempt from obtaining a permit pursuant to that Article, if 

any of the following conditions are met:   
 

   (1) The person has a handgun in a closed compartment or container within the person's locked vehicle or in  

         a   locked container securely affixed to the person's vehicle and only unlocks the vehicle to enter or exit  

         the vehicle while the firearm remains in the closed compartment at all times and immediately locks the  

         vehicle following the entrance or exit.  
 

   (2) The person has a handgun concealed on the person and the person remains in the locked vehicle and  

         only unlocks the vehicle to allow the entrance or exit of another person. 
 

   (3) The person is within a locked vehicle and removes the handgun from 1 concealment only for the  

         amount of time reasonably necessary to do either of the following:   
 

        a. Move the handgun from concealment on the person to a closed compartment or container within the  

            vehicle.  
 

        b. Move the handgun from within a closed compartment or container within the vehicle to concealment      

            on the person.  
 

(l) It is an affirmative defense to a prosecution under subsection (b) or (f) of this section that the person was 

authorized to have a concealed handgun in a locked vehicle pursuant to subsection (k) of this section and 

removed the handgun from the vehicle only in response to a threatening situation in which deadly force was 

justified pursuant to G.S. 14-51.3.                                                                                            2023-8, s. 1(a), (b).3       

                                                                                                                                                                

 Note: If you have a valid Permit/License to Carry you can store your firearm in your vehicle as described 

in sec (k) above. The Attorney General of NC is stating that a Private School can prohibit someone from 

keeping a firearm in their vehicle in their parking areas.  See page 19 Item 9 Here. 

 

Must Inform Officer Immediately on Contact By Law? 

 
     “YES” 
 

§ 14-415.11.  Permit to Carry Concealed Handgun; Scope of Permit. 
 

(a)  Any person who has a concealed handgun permit may carry a concealed handgun unless otherwise 

specifically prohibited by law. The person shall carry the permit together with valid identification whenever 

the person is carrying a concealed handgun, shall disclose to any law enforcement officer that the person 

holds a valid permit and is carrying a concealed handgun when approached or addressed by the officer, and 

shall display both the permit and the proper identification upon the request of a law enforcement officer. In 

addition to these requirements, a military permittee whose permit has expired during deployment may carry a 

concealed handgun during the 90 days following the end of deployment and before the permit is renewed 

provided the permittee also displays proof of deployment to any law enforcement officer.             2023-8, s. 1(c) 

 

https://ncdoj.gov/download/98/concealed-carry-handgun/16346/firearms-publication-november-2018
https://www.ncleg.net/EnactedLegislation/Statutes/HTML/BySection/Chapter_14/GS_14-415.11.html
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§ 14-415.21.  Violations of This Article Punishable as an Infraction. 
 

(a)  A person who has been issued a valid permit who is found to be carrying a concealed handgun without 

the permit in the person's possession or who fails to disclose to any law enforcement officer that the person 

holds a valid permit and is carrying a concealed handgun, as required by G.S. 14-415.11, shall be guilty of an 

infraction and shall be punished in accordance with G.S. 14-3.1. Any person who has been issued a valid 

permit who is found to be carrying a concealed handgun in violation of G.S. 14-415.11(c)(8) shall be guilty 

of an infraction and may be required to pay a fine of up to five hundred dollars ($500.00). In lieu of paying a 

fine the person may surrender the permit.. 
 

(a1) A person who has been issued a valid permit who is found to be carrying a concealed handgun in 

violation of  subsection (c2) of G.S. 14-415.11 shall be guilty of a Class 1 misdemeanor. 
 

(b)  A person who violates the provisions of this Article other than as set forth in subsection (a) or (a1) of 

this section is guilty of a Class 2 misdemeanor."                                                                                2015-195, s. 9. 

 

Carry In State Parks//WMA/Road Side Rest Areas & St. /Nat. Forests 
 

Carry Allowed in these Areas: 
 

*State Parks:       YES            § 14-415.11. (c1)  (Must be Concealed) 
  

State/National Forests        YES   
 

State Owned Hunting & Fishing Reservation:      YES         § 14-415.11. (c3) 
 

Road Side Rest Areas:       YES          § 14-415.11. (c3) 
 

*Notice: If State Park Carry is Legal in this state and if that state park is located on a lake created by the 

US Army Corp of Engineers (COE) who owns the land and leases it to the state for that park the park is Off 

Limits to the legal carrying of firearms per federal law.  36 CFR 327.13    District Commanders received this 

Memorandum detailing how they could authorize someone to carry on (COE) property.  The (COE)  has also 

put out a Pamphlet on carrying firearms on (COE) Property. They do not post their property you must know 

the boundaries. Hunting is usually allowed duing hunting season.  

  

RV/Car Carry Without a Permit/License 
 

Transporting Weapons    From the North Carolina Sheriffs’ Association 2024   (Page 17) 
 

3.4 Transporting Weapons Given the general prohibition of carrying concealed weapons, individuals must be 

ever vigilant to ensure their particular situation cannot be construed as concealing a weapon, either on or 

about them, without being properly authorized to do so with a valid North Carolina or recognized out-of-

state concealed handgun permit. Therefore, the permittee’s accessibility to the weapon is of prime 

importance. It is unlawful to transport a weapon (absent a proper permit) that is BOTH concealed and readily 

accessible to a person. It is for these reasons that when transporting a weapon in a vehicle, even greater care 

must be exercised to ensure that the weapon is not concealed and within the ready access to an occupant of 

the vehicle. North Carolina law does not specifically address how to transport a weapon in an automobile. 

Therefore, the central question becomes: when is the weapon concealed and readily accessible to an 

occupant of an automobile? Obviously, a weapon would be concealed and readily accessible, and therefore 

in violation of state law, if it were placed in such areas of a vehicle as under the seat of the automobile; in a 

bag in the back seat; or in some other manner that is covered or hidden within the easy reach of an occupant 

of the vehicle.  

 

https://www.ncga.state.nc.us/EnactedLegislation/Statutes/HTML/BySection/Chapter_14/GS_14-415.21.html
https://www.ncga.state.nc.us/EnactedLegislation/Statutes/PDF/BySection/Chapter_14/GS_14-415.11.pdf
https://www.ncga.state.nc.us/EnactedLegislation/Statutes/PDF/BySection/Chapter_14/GS_14-415.11.pdf
https://www.ncga.state.nc.us/EnactedLegislation/Statutes/PDF/BySection/Chapter_14/GS_14-415.11.pdf
https://www.law.cornell.edu/cfr/text/36/327.13
https://www.handgunlaw.us/documents/agopinions/CoEPermissiontoCarryOnCoEProperty.pdf
https://www.handgunlaw.us/documents/COERulesPamphlet.pdf
https://ncsheriffs.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/07/2024-Firearms-Laws-and-Permits-Publication-with-Attachments-FINAL.pdf
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The prohibition on carrying concealed weapons applies not only to handguns and other weapons commonly 

thought of as being easily hidden, but also to “long guns” as well. Therefore, shotguns and rifles concealed 

behind the seat of pickup trucks, and elsewhere in other vehicles, could similarly violate North Carolina law. 

 

Note: In NC you can carry the loaded firearms in your vehicle without any type of permit/license as long as 

it is visible. The law says you can’t conceal it. So keep it in the open and you are legal.  

Open Carry  (Without a Valid Permit/License) 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                            

Open Carry is legal but local governments have some limited authority to restrict firearms in some locations. 

(See law quotes below. I am not sure if or how these statutes would apply) Places as listed in the “Places Off 

Limits” above apply to those who open carry. See the “RV/Car Carry Without a Permit” section for carrying 

in a vehicle.  

 

§ 160A-189.  Firearms.   
 

A city may by ordinance regulate, restrict, or prohibit the discharge of firearms at any time or place within 

the city except when used in defense of person or property or pursuant to lawful directions of 

law-enforcement officers, and may regulate the display of firearms on the streets, sidewalks, alleys, or other 

public property. Nothing in this section shall be construed to limit a city's authority to take action under 

Article 1A of Chapter 166A of the General Statutes.                                                            1971, c. 698, s. 1; 2012-12, s. 2(zz).) 
 

§ 153A-129.  Firearms.    
 

(a)  Except as provided in this section, a county may by ordinance regulate, restrict, or prohibit the discharge 

of firearms at any time or place except in any of the following instances: 
 

     (1)  When used to take birds or animals pursuant to Chapter 113, Subchapter IV. 
 

     (2)  When used in defense of person or property. 
 

     (3)  When used pursuant to lawful directions of law-enforcement officers. 
 

(b)  A county may by ordinance prohibit hunting on Sunday as allowed under G.S. 103-2, provided the 

ordinance complies with all of the following: 
 

     (1)  The ordinance shall be applicable from January 1 until December 31 of any year of effectiveness. 
 

     (2)  The ordinance shall allow for individuals hunting in an adjacent county with no restriction on    

            Sunday hunting to retrieve any animal lawfully shot from the adjacent county. 
 

     (3)  The ordinance shall be applicable to the entire county. 

     (4)  The ordinance shall not be effective unless approved by a majority of those voting in a county-wide  

            referendum held as provided in G.S. 163A-1592. Such special election shall only be held at the time  

            provided by G.S. 163A-1592(a)(1). 
 

(c)  A county may regulate the display of firearms on the public roads, sidewalks, alleys, or other public  

property. 
 

(d) This section does not limit a county's authority to take action under Article 1A of Chapter 166A of the 

General Statutes                          2018-146, ss. 3.1(a), (b), 6.1.) 

  

Note: Some Cities/Counties have/may have ordinances against open carry. It is up to you to know the 

local  laws on open carry. 

 

https://www.ncga.state.nc.us/EnactedLegislation/Statutes/HTML/BySection/Chapter_160A/GS_160A-189.html
https://www.ncleg.net/EnactedLegislation/Statutes/HTML/BySection/Chapter_153A/GS_153A-129.html


www.handgunlaw.us 13 

The state preempts all firearm laws in the state and local authorities can’t have Laws/Ordinances except for 

those expressly given to them by the legislature. § 14-409.40  &  §14-415.23  as listed in the “Preemption 

Section” state places local governments can make off limits.  Remember that if you enter any property and 

the owner/responsible person ask you to leave you must leave. Failure to leave can result in Trespass 

Charges. The Minimum age for Open Carry is 18. 
 

In some states Open Carry is forbidden in places where those with a valid permit/license can carry. This is 

not the last word on Open Carry in this state. Go to Google and type in State Name Open Carry or Open 

Carry State Name for a search for open carry info in this state. Check with the  State's RKBA 

Organization/s. Also see “Attorney General Opinions/Court Cases” Section for any written opinions/Cases 

on Open Carry. 
 

State Preemption 
 

§ 14-409.40. Statewide Uniformity of Local Regulation.  (General Laws) 
 

(a)  It is declared by the General Assembly that the regulation of firearms is properly an issue of general, 

statewide concern, and that the entire field of regulation of firearms is preempted from regulation by local 

governments except as provided by this section. 
 

(a1) The General Assembly further declares that the lawful design, marketing, manufacture, distribution, 

sale, or transfer of firearms or ammunition to the public is not an unreasonably dangerous activity and does 

not constitute a nuisance per se and furthermore, that it is the unlawful use of firearms and ammunition, 

rather than their lawful design, marketing, manufacture, distribution, sale, or transfer that is the proximate 

cause of injuries arising from their unlawful use. This subsection applies only to causes of action brought 

under subsection (g) of this section. 
 

(b) Unless otherwise permitted by statute, no county or municipality, by ordinance, resolution, or other 

enactment, shall regulate in any manner the possession, ownership, storage, transfer, sale, purchase, 

licensing, or registration of firearms, firearms ammunition, components of firearms, dealers in firearms, or 

dealers in handgun components or parts. 
 

(c) Notwithstanding subsection (b) of this section, a county or municipality, by zoning or other ordinance, 

may regulate or prohibit the sale of firearms at a location only if there is a lawful, general, similar regulation 

or prohibition of commercial activities at that location. Nothing in this subsection shall restrict the right of a 

county or municipality to adopt a general zoning plan that prohibits any commercial activity within a fixed 

distance of a school or other educational institution except with a special use permit issued for a commercial 

activity found not to pose a danger to the health, safety, or general welfare of persons attending the school or 

educational institution within the fixed distance. 
 

(d) No county or municipality, by zoning or other ordinance, shall regulate in any manner firearms shows 

with regulations more stringent than those applying to shows of other types of items. 
 

(e) A county or municipality may regulate the transport, carrying, or possession of firearms by employees of 

the local unit of government in the course of their employment with that local unit of government. 
 

(f) Nothing contained in this section prohibits municipalities or counties from application of their authority 

under G.S. 153A-129, 160A-189, 14-269, 14-269.2, 14-269.3, 14-269.4, 14-277.2, 14-415.11, 14-415.23, 

including prohibiting the possession of firearms in public-owned buildings, on the grounds or parking areas 

of those buildings, or in public parks or recreation areas, except nothing in this subsection shall prohibit a 

person from storing a firearm within a motor vehicle while the vehicle is on these grounds or areas. Nothing 

contained in this section prohibits municipalities or counties from exercising powers provided by law in 

states of emergency declared under Article 1A of Chapter 166A of the General Statutes. 
 

http://www.handgunlaw.us/documents/state_rkba_orgs.pdf
https://www.ncga.state.nc.us/EnactedLegislation/Statutes/HTML/BySection/Chapter_14/GS_14-409.40.html
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(g) The authority to bring suit and the right to recover against any firearms or ammunition marketer, 

manufacturer, distributor, dealer, seller, or trade association by or on behalf of any governmental unit, 

created by or pursuant to an act of the General Assembly or the Constitution, or any department, agency, or 

authority thereof, for damages, abatement, injunctive relief, or any other remedy resulting from or relating to 

the lawful design, marketing, manufacture, distribution, sale, or transfer of firearms or ammunition to the 

public is reserved exclusively to the State. Any action brought by the State pursuant to this section shall be 

brought by the Attorney General on behalf of the State. This section shall not prohibit a political subdivision 

or local governmental unit from bringing an action against a firearms or ammunition marketer, manufacturer, 

distributor, dealer, seller, or trade association for breach of contract or warranty for defect of materials or 

workmanship as to firearms or ammunition purchased by the political subdivision or local governmental unit. 
 

(h)  A person adversely affected by any ordinance, rule, or regulation promulgated or caused to be enforced 

by any county or municipality in violation of this section may bring an action for declaratory and injunctive 

relief and for actual damages arising from the violation. The court shall award the prevailing party in an 

action brought under this subsection reasonable attorneys' fees and court costs as authorized by law." 
                                                                                                                                                                                                              2015-195, s. 12 

§ 14-415.23.    Statewide Uniformity.  (CCW Specific) 
 

(a) It  is  the  intent  of  the  General  Assembly  to  prescribe  a  uniform  system  for  the regulation   of   

legally   carrying   a   concealed   handgun.   To   insure   uniformity,   no   political subdivisions,  boards,  or  

agencies  of  the  State  norany  county,  city,  municipality,  municipal corporation,  town,  township,  

village,  nor  any  department  or  agency  thereof,  may  enact ordinances,  rules,  or  regulations  concerning  

legally  carrying  a  concealed  handgun.  A  unit  of local  government  may  adopt  an  ordinance  to  permit  

the  posting  of  a  prohibition  against carrying  a  concealed  handgun,  in  accordance  with  G.S.  14-

415.11(c),  on  local  government buildings and their appurtenant premises.  
 

(b) A unit of local government may adopt an ordinance to prohibit, by posting, the carrying of a concealed 

handgun on municipal and county recreational facilities that are specifically identified by the unit of local 

government. If a unit of local government adopts such an ordinance with regard to recreational facilities, 

then the concealed handgun permittee may, nevertheless, secure the handgun in a locked vehicle within the 

trunk, glove box, or other enclosed compartment or area within or on the motor vehicle. 
 

(c) For purposes of this section, the term "recreational facilities" includes only the following:   
 

(1) An athletic field, including any appurtenant facilities such as restrooms, during an organized 

athletic event if the field had been scheduled for use with the municipality or county office 

responsible for operation of the park or recreational area.  

(2) A swimming pool, including any appurtenant facilities used for dressing, storage of personal 

items, or other uses relating to the swimming pool.  

(3) A facility used for athletic events, including, but not limited to, a gymnasium.  
 

 (d) For the purposes of this section, the term "recreational facilities" does not include any greenway, 

designated biking or walking path, an area that is customarily used as a walkway or bike path although not 

specifically designated for such use, open areas or fields where athletic events may occur unless the area 

qualifies as an "athletic field" pursuant to subdivision (1) of subsection (c) of this section, and any other area 

that is not specifically described in subsection (c) of this section."     
                                               

(e) A person adversely affected by any ordinance, rule, or regulation promulgated or caused to be enforced 

by any unit of local government in violation of this section may bring an action for declaratory and 

injunctive relief and for actual damages arising from the violation. The court shall award the prevailing party 

in an action brought under this subsection reasonable attorneys' fees and court costs as authorized by law 
2015-195, s. 15 

 

Deadly Force Laws 

https://www.ncga.state.nc.us/EnactedLegislation/Statutes/PDF/BySection/Chapter_14/GS_14-415.23.pdf
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§ 14-51.2.    Home, Workplace, and Motor Vehicle Protection; Presumption of Fear of Death or    

                    Serious Bodily Harm. 

§ 14-51.3.    Use of Force in Defense of Person; Relief From Criminal or Civil Liability. 

§ 14-51.4.    Justification for Defensive Force not Available 

 

Knife Laws State/Cities 
 

To access State/Local Knife Laws Click “Here” 
 

Carry in Restaurants That Serve Alcohol 

 
“YES”         § 14-269.3 

 

Note: A “YES” above means you can carry into places like described below. “NO” means you can’t. 

Handgunlaw.us definition of “Restaurant Carry” is carry in a restaurant that serves alcohol. Places 

like Friday’s or Red Lobster unless posted with “No Gun Signs.” This may or may not mean the bar 

or the bar area of a restaurant. But you can carry your firearm into a restaurant that serves alcohol 

and sit and eat without consuming.  Handgunlaw.us recommends you not sit at the Bar or in the Bar 

area of such restaurants. In some states it is illegal to be in the Bar area of such restaurants. 

Handgunlaw.us believes you should never consume alcohol when carrying your firearm. In some 

states it is illegal to take even one drink while carrying a firearm. If you want further info on carrying 

in places that serve alcohol check your state laws.  

 

Chemical Sprays/Stun Gun/Higher Capacity Magazine Laws 

 
Stun Devices/Electric Weapons: 

   

§ 14-269   It shall be unlawful for any person willfully and intentionally to carry concealed about his or her 

person any bowie knife, dirk, dagger, slung shot, loaded cane, metallic knuckles, razor, shuriken, stun gun, or 

other deadly weapon of like kind, except when the person is on the person's own premises.     2023-121, s. 7(a)                                                                                         
                                                                                                                          

 Note:    It states Concealed. Open Carry of a Stun Gun is most likely legal. 

 

§ 14-269.2    Weapons on Campus or Other Educational Property. 
 

(b) It shall be a Class I felony for any person knowingly to possess or carry, whether openly or concealed, 

any gun, rifle, pistol, or other firearm of any kind on educational property or to a curricular or extracurricular 

activity sponsored by a school. Unless the conduct is covered under some other provision of law providing 

greater punishment, any person who willfully discharges a firearm of any kind on educational property is 

guilty of a Class F felony. However, this subsection does not apply to a BB gun, stun gun, air rifle, or air 

pistol.                                                                                                                                            2023-8, s. 1(a), (b)                                                                                                                                                                             
 

Chemical Sprays: 

 

§ 14-401.6.  Unlawful to Possess, Etc., Tear Gas Except for Certain Purposes. 
 

(a) It is unlawful for any person, firm, corporation or association to possess, use, store, sell, or transport 

within the State of North Carolina, any form of that type of gas generally known as "tear gas," or any 

https://www.ncga.state.nc.us/EnactedLegislation/Statutes/PDF/BySection/Chapter_14/GS_14-51.2.pdf
https://www.ncga.state.nc.us/EnactedLegislation/Statutes/PDF/BySection/Chapter_14/GS_14-51.3.pdf
https://www.ncga.state.nc.us/EnactedLegislation/Statutes/PDF/BySection/Chapter_14/GS_14-51.4.pdf
http://www.handgunlaw.us/documents/USKnife.pdf
https://www.ncga.state.nc.us/EnactedLegislation/Statutes/HTML/BySection/Chapter_14/GS_14-269.3.html
https://www.ncga.state.nc.us/EnactedLegislation/Statutes/HTML/BySection/Chapter_14/GS_14-269.html
https://www.ncga.state.nc.us/EnactedLegislation/Statutes/HTML/BySection/Chapter_14/GS_14-269.2.html
https://www.ncga.state.nc.us/EnactedLegislation/Statutes/HTML/BySection/Chapter_14/GS_14-401.6.html
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container or device for holding or releasing that gas; except this section does not apply to the possession, use, 

storage, sale or transportation of that gas or any container or device for holding or releasing that gas: 
 

   (7)  For use in the home for protection and elsewhere by individuals, who have not been convicted of a  

          felony, for self-defense purposes only, as long as the capacity of any: 
 

            a.  Tear gas device or container does not exceed 150 cubic centimeters, 
 

            b.  Tear gas cartridge or shell does not exceed 50 cubic centimeters, and 
 

            c.  Tear gas device or container does not have the capability of discharging any cartridge, shell, or  

                 container larger than 50 cubic centimeters. 

(b) Violation of this section is a Class 2 misdemeanor. 
 

(c)  Tear gas for the purpose of this section shall mean any solid, liquid or gaseous substance or 

combinations thereof which will, upon dispersion in the atmosphere, cause tears in the eyes, burning of the 

skin, coughing, difficulty in breathing or any one or more of these reactions and which will not cause 

permanent damage to the human body, and the substance and container or device is designed, manufactured, 

and intended to be used as tear gas.                                                                                                  2011-183, s. 12.) 

 

LEOSA State Information 

 
Attorney General -  Retired Law Enforcement Officer Firearms Certification (With Links to Forms) 
 

§ 14-415.26.  Certification of qualified retired law enforcement officers 
 

LEOSA NC Law on Certification          

 

See the LEOSA Section on the USA Page at Handgunlaw.us for more LEOSA Information.     

 

Attorney General Opinions/Court Cases 

 
U.S. District Court Ruling on Suspension of Carrying Firearms in Declared State of Emergency 

 

Airport Carry/Misc. Information                                                             Link to State Statutes 
 

Airport Carry:  No Carry on any real property at Charlotte-Douglas Intl., Charlotte Ordinance Sec. 15-14 

                            State Law § 14-409.40(f) Overrides Local by Allowing for the storage in vehicles. (I would          

                            Have it unloaded)  Handgunlaw.us is hearing that other airports in North Carolina may     

                            have similar ordinances/Rules. Use Caution! 
 

Training Valid for:     No set time period. 
 

Time Period to Establish Residency:    30 Days 
 

Minimum Age for Permit/License:     21 
 

Permit/License Info Public Information:    NO 
 

State Reciprocity/How They Honor Other States Statute:    § 14-415.24.   
 

State Firearm Laws:      § 14-415-10 thru 14-415-24  &  § 14-269 thru 14-277.2 
 

State Deadly Force Laws:    § 14-51.1 thru 14-51.4 
 

https://ncdoj.gov/law-enforcement-training/criminal-justice/training-certification-programs/retired-law-enforcement-officer-firearms-certification/
https://www.ncleg.gov/EnactedLegislation/Statutes/PDF/BySection/Chapter_14/GS_14-415.26.pdf
http://www.ncga.state.nc.us/EnactedLegislation/Statutes/HTML/BySection/Chapter_14/GS_14-415.26.html
http://www.handgunlaw.us/states/usa.pdf
http://www.handgunlaw.us/documents/agopinions/NCDistCtEmergBan.pdf
https://www.ncleg.gov/Laws/GeneralStatutesTOC
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State Knife Laws:    § 14-269(d) & § 14-269.2(d) 
 

Chemical/Electric Weapons Laws:      § 14-269    &    § 14-401.6. 
 

Body Armor Laws:     No laws found. 
 

Does Your Permit Cover Other Weapons Besides Firearms?     NO  
 

State Safe Storage/Access by Minors Statute/s:          NC Statute § 14-315.1 
 

Is Carrying of a Concealed Firearm with Permit/License  

for Defensive Purposes Only While Hunting Legal?          YES    

 

Notes 

 
What Does NC Consider A Loaded Firearm? 

 

North Carolina law does not define Loaded. Their firearm laws us the word Loaded or Unloaded but doesn’t 

give a definition.   
 

Note: With no definition on what the state considers a loaded firearm at the minimum I would have no 

cartridge in the firing chamber, cylinder, internal or attached magazine or attached to the firearm in any way.    

 
State Emergency Powers 

 
§ 166A-19.30.  Additional Powers of the Governor During State of Emergency. (Edited for Space 

Considerations) 
 

(c)   In addition to any other powers conferred upon the Governor by law, during a gubernatorially or 

legislatively declared state of emergency, if the Governor determines that local control of the emergency is 

insufficient to assure adequate protection for lives and property because (i) needed control cannot be 

imposed locally because local authorities responsible for preservation of the public peace have not enacted 

appropriate ordinances or issued appropriate declarations as authorized by G.S. 166A-19.31; (ii) local 

authorities have not taken implementing steps under such ordinances or declarations, if enacted or declared, 

for effectual control of the emergency that has arisen; (iii) the area in which the emergency exists has spread 

across local jurisdictional boundaries, and the legal control measures of the jurisdictions are conflicting or 

uncoordinated to the extent that efforts to protect life and property are, or unquestionably will be, severely 

hampered; or (iv) the scale of the emergency is so great that it exceeds the capability of local authorities to 

cope with it, the Governor has the following powers: 
 

(1)    To impose by declaration prohibitions and restrictions in the emergency area. These 

prohibitions and restrictions may, in the Governor's discretion, as appropriate to deal with 

the emergency, impose any of the types of prohibitions and restrictions enumerated in 

G.S. 166A-19.31(b), and may amend or rescind any prohibitions and restrictions imposed 

by local authorities. Prohibitions and restrictions imposed pursuant to this subdivision 

shall take effect in accordance with the provisions of G.S. 166A-19.31(d) and shall expire 

upon the earliest occurrence of either of the following: (i) the prohibition or restriction is 

terminated by the Governor or (ii) the state of emergency is terminated.   2021-180, s. 19E.6(c). 

 

Note: Looks like the Governor can only put in place restrictions listed in (b) Below. 

 

http://www.ncga.state.nc.us/EnactedLegislation/Statutes/HTML/BySection/Chapter_166A/GS_166A-19.30.html
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§ 166A-19.31.  Power of Municipalities and Counties to Enact Ordinances To Deal With States of 

Emergency.  (Edited for Space Considerations) 
 

(a)   Authority to Enact Prohibitions and Restrictions. - The governing body of any municipality or county 

may enact ordinances designed to permit the imposition of prohibitions and restrictions within the 

emergency area during a state of emergency declared pursuant to G.S. 166A-19.22. Authority to impose by 

declaration prohibitions and restrictions under this section, and to impose those prohibitions and restrictions 

at a particular time as appropriate, may be delegated by ordinance to the mayor of a municipality or to the 

chair of the board of county commissioners of a county. (b)  Type of Prohibitions and Restrictions 

Authorized. - The ordinances authorized by this section may permit prohibitions and restrictions: 
 

(1)   Of movements of people in public places, including any of the following: 
 

a. Imposing a curfew. 
 

b. Directing and compelling the voluntary or mandatory evacuation of all or part of the population from 

any stricken or threatened area within the governing body's jurisdiction. 
 

c. Prescribing routes, modes of transportation, and destinations in connection with evacuation. 
 

d. Controlling ingress and egress of an emergency area, and the movement of persons within that area. 
 

e.  Providing for the closure, within the emergency area, of streets, roads, highways, bridges, public 

vehicular areas, or other areas ordinarily used for vehicular travel, except to the movement of emergency 

responders and other persons necessary for recovery from the emergency. In addition to any other notice 

or dissemination of information, notification of any closure of a road or public vehicular area under the 

authority of this sub-subdivision shall be given to the Department of Transportation as soon as practicable. 

The ordinance may designate the sheriff to exercise the authority granted by this sub-subdivision. 

G.S. 166A-19.70(c) and (d) shall apply to this sub-subdivision. 
 

(2)  Of the operation of offices, business establishments, and other places to or from which people may 

travel or at which they may congregate. 
 

(3)   Upon the possession, transportation, sale, purchase, and consumption of alcoholic beverages. 
 

(4)  Upon the possession, transportation, sale, purchase, storage, and use of gasoline, and dangerous 

weapons and substances, except that this subdivision does not authorize prohibitions or restrictions on 

lawfully possessed firearms or ammunition. As used in this subdivision, the term "dangerous weapons and 

substances" has the same meaning as it does under G.S. 14-288.1. As used in this subdivision, the term 

"firearm" has the same meaning as it does under G.S. 14-409.39(2).                                    s. 11.7; 2022-57, s. 1    
                                    

Note: Federal Law can apply if the state is receiving monetary and/or other assistance from the Federal 

Government. See US Code 42-5207 for Federal Law as it applies to States of Emergencies. The state quoted 

code may also not be all of the law on Emergency Powers held by the state. You should read the entire code 

on Emergency Powers etc for this state by following the link to the state code. 
 

Minimum Age for Possessing and Transporting of Handguns. 
 

North Carolina    18 Y/O         § 14‑269.7 
 

This is the minimum age for possessing and transporting a handgun unloaded and secured in a vehicle 

without any type of permit/license to carry firearms.  
 

Note: In some states Possession and Transportation CAN be very restrictive in that you can ONLY 

possess and transport a handgun to and from a Shooting Range, Gun Shop, property you own or other 

places you can legally possess a handgun. Some states do not have this restriction. 
 

http://www.ncga.state.nc.us/EnactedLegislation/Statutes/HTML/BySection/Chapter_166A/GS_166A-19.31.html
http://www.law.cornell.edu/uscode/text/42/5207
https://www.ncga.state.nc.us/EnactedLegislation/Statutes/HTML/BySection/Chapter_14/GS_14-269.7.html
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This is not the last word on possession and transporting of handguns in this, or any other state. Study your 

state law further for more information. See “RV/Car Carry” Section Above for more information. 
 

 

 

Permit/License Image 
 

NC Permit/Licenses are issued by Local Authorities. The formatting may be different County to County. 

 
       This image has been digitally assembled from 2 or more images. It may not be 100% accurate but gives a good representation of the actual Permit/License.  

 

 
10/2021 Forsyth County now issues a plastic CHP to new applicants.  

 

Updates to this Page 
                                           104  Links* 

Archive of Previous Updates 3      
 

1/7/2024 – All Links Checked.  

1/17/2024 – Link to Campground Rules Add for TVA Property Listing in Places Off Limits. 

7/4/2024 – Louisiana Added as Permitless Carry State in Listing Under Map. 

7/30/2024 – Notice on Corp of Engineer Properties on their Lakes Added to State Park Carry 

9/6/2024 – All External Links, Statutes and Admin Rules Quoted Have Been Checked and are up to Date and Point to the Most     

                     Up  to Date Edition of that Statute/Admin Rule and/or Document.  

1/1/2025 -  Note on Armed Campus Organization Link Which Has Information on Every States Campus Carry    

                    Statute/Regulation/Rules/Policies Added to Places Off Limits Section.  

3/7/2025 – All Links Checked.  

4/3/2025 – Link to NC Sheriffs Chart Listing Places Legal to Carry Added to Top of How to Apply Section.  

 

http://www.handgunlaw.us/documents/PageUpdatesRemoved3.pdf
https://www.armedcampuses.org/

